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. NON-ARRIVAL OF THE AMERICA.
Harirax, Satunday, Dec. 20, 1856.—1 &, M.
The steamship America, now in her fourteenth day,
Jas not yet reported herself. The weather is clear

wad cold.

—— i
THE BALTIC OUTWARD BOUND.

PuiLanerriia, Friday. Dee, 19, 1856,
fhe coptain of the stesmer of City of Baltimors
that he saw the Collina steamer Baltic at 9
o'ckock on the morning of Thursday, the 4th of Dec.,

off Minie Head, bound from New-York to Liverposl.
——————

FROM LAKE SUPERIOR.
- S C:ucmﬁ.‘ki"rigly, Dec. 19, 1856,
over rom o Superior ami
Jat evening Xi H‘uquﬂlh the H’l‘l;" wai lrlenihfm
., The weather waa mild, and mining operations
were brisk and promising. It was eupposed that suf.
Belent supplics were etored st all points for Winter

ponpun plion.

anm————
OHIO AND MISSISSIPPI RAILROAD CASE,
Cuicaso, Friday, Dee. 19, 1856,
The Supreme Court of Missouri have reversed and
remanded the case of the City of St. Lonis nst
J. H, Alesander, better known as the Ohio and Mis-
sissippi Railroad injunction case.

SUDDEN DEATH OF A POLITICIAN.
Avrnany, Friday, Deo, 19, 1856,
John B, Van Elten, a lumber dealer, died suddenly
this evening on_the Jl_‘my road, from excitement (it is
) in endeavoring to stop his horse, which had

yun away. Mr. Van Elten foar years 1 ted
Chemure in the Assembly, and Iblny.a‘mngy in 1855,

——
THE NEGRO TROUBLES IN KENTUCKY.
LovisviLLe, Friday, Dee, 19, 1856,

The negro
day, st Carrollton, but nothing was proved against
bim, He is still held on cha enry
Trimble counties, facilace -

— e —————
FI}!{E AT HIL?’AdUKEE.
ILWAUKER, Friday, Dec, 10, 185
The foundery of Messrs. Lee &"335.#:" this t':iltg..,r;u
ml{:(d‘oby fire last night. Loss $20,000, Insured

—_—
UNITED STATES RECEIVING- !
SUNK BY ICE. PHER v

. . Purtapxrriia, Friday, Dec. 19, 185,
The United States Recoiving ship Usion, which wis
anchored in fron' of the Navy-Yard, wae cu' into by
the ioe and sunk this morniog. Her crew and stores
were saved and put on board the sloop-of war Preble.
The Union it is supposed will prove a total loss,

———
DISASTER ON LAKE ONTARIO.
Osweeo, Friday, Dec. 19, 1856,
"The achooner Cornelis, from_Cleveland to Toronto,
with freestone and corn, was driven ashore near To-
ronto in the same The crew were forced into

the i and am asho Y
—~ f g ¥ 8w re, Vessel and
R S—
THE ARABIA OUTWARD BOUND.

HaLiFAx, Frids A 56,

The steamship Arabia arrived nly M' Il:&f at
noon to-day. She was off the harbor last night but was
detained outside by a dense fog, arising from the water.
Bhe sailed bence for Liv at 2 p. m., with a light
north-west wind and clear weather,

—_——
THE RUMORED NEGRO INSURRE b
FLORIDA. REEEEON £

We bave to ll}';ag}-lrl;;:t;, Friday, Dec. lﬂf 1856,
v L1 mo N
mnking two New. Orleans muﬂnmdhl;g. BN o SARg
The rumor of slave insurrections in Florida is posi-
e Jewiah §
ewish 5 t i
l!::on ‘g;r{,“" H:ﬂe at Mobile was destroyed by
car m the Hen. A. H. Ste
Augusta Constitutionalist, in 'hl\lg‘ﬂthm ill;ZrT é.‘
H. Hill for cowardice in declining n ¢! e,

—— g —
LT T

ALTFAX, Dec, 19,—At B a. m. the we olear and
?ﬁmm Bld;g‘. :Bo\r? nﬁro. -

ONTREAL, . 19.~1t has been ‘excessively cold
here for the last few daye. The thermometer yyuhr-
day mmh"l A deg. below zero, to-day 16, At12

erday, 22 below zero, to day 20. A woman was

ozen to death in coming from the country this morn.
I.ni.‘ The river opposite Montreal is full oﬁlrmin‘ ice,

CKvILLE, Dec, 19.—The thermometer 10 deg. be-
low zero.

81. Jonss, Dec, 19.—The thermomgter 10 deg. be-

210, -
Woopstock, N. B, ez, 19.—The thermometer 30

lep. below zero.
 PuiLavzrraia, Dec, 19.—The thermometer at 7 8.
m. at 15 deg., and &t noon, 37 deg. above zero.

R -

CONGRESSIONAL NOMINATION.
Mancnester, N. H., Friday, Dee, 19, 1856,
The Democrats of the LId Congressional rict of
1his State, have nominated the How. George W. Morri-
son of this city, for
—_———

AEMY MOVEMENTS.
patTinors, Friday, Dec, 19, 1866,
The schooner Andrew . asterton has arrived at Old

Point from Florids with Compary F., Second Artil-
"l

Bostox, Friday, Dee., 19, 1856,
The brig Iz.ri, from St. John, N, B., for New-Yark,
Is at anchor Truro, with the loss of her foreyard,
#ails, &c., and leaking one hundred strokes ]]nr hour,
ljlarnmu. Friday, Dec. 19, 1866,
Coleman’s Express reports that the steamer [slsnd
Flome, from Nantucket, d In the Sound, this
moruing, & large lumber-loaded schooner, ice-bound,

and in want of a pilot. She had a fing i her ing.
n p?opdler. three-masted, wilhﬁgsllow

pouses on deck, at anchor.
————————
FROM WASHINGTON.

—
SLAVERY RESTRICTION BEFORE THE
SUPREME COURT.

Comespondence of The N. Y. Tribune. i
WasHINGTON, Dec. 18, 1856,

The case now before the Supreme Court involving
the ccnstitutionality of the Slavery reatriction clause
of the Missouri Compromise, goes on with increased
interest among all who reflect upon the importance
of the decision which may be made. Not that a
decision of the main point will be made. This is
not, by any means, reduced to a certainty. The
Court may think it wise under the existing circum-
stances of excitement on the topic throughout the
country, to placea decision of the case upon & sub-
ordinate issue. Yet the urgency of the Slave pow-
er is great—the temper of the slaveholder within
the bar and without the bar, to say nothing of the
bench, is roused toerush the rebellious spirit of the
North, acd a decision of the Supreme Court is
eagerly desired which shall promote this end. Pru-
dence may, however, prevail, and the Court refrain
from enunciating & decision which would neither
enbiance its reputation nor strengthen its influence.

To-dsy was occupied by Reverdy Johnson, who
occupied the entire sitting of the Court by an argu-
ment warked by his usual characteristics, inter-
spersed by that personal interest and fervid dogma-
tism always manifesied by Southern slave-holders
whenever they treat the negro question. Mr. John-
son’s argument was well considered, compact, and
about as remarkable for what it did not contain as
for what it did, He steored clear of several mod-
ern heresics of constitational iuterpretation, while
be embraced others of a general character with
alaority. Thus he declared that * Siavery promises

“ to exist tbmugh all time, so far as human vision
vioan disoover 'y and furtber, that it may tarn out,
and vot improbably will, that *‘the extension of
 Blavery on this eoutinent is the only thing
sswhich will preserve the counstitational free-
wdom we mow enjoy.” Yet while he did
not rush to the extreme Southern ground that the
Constituicn canries Slavery into the Territories.
be yet went far enough to satisfy the Southera P'ro-
Slavery party with which he has litely ideatified
himself, In denying the colored race all claims to
citizenship, which he did with expressions and
masners of supercilious disdsin, which cannot be
counterfeited by any man outside the ranks of the
born.slavebolders and aristocrats, inhis snsers upon
Lord Mansfield's language in the Somerset case, in
which 2t distinguished jurist provounced oue of
8o noblest decisions ever made by aay Couct, sad

—— e ———
MARINE DISASTERS.
1,

reacher Andersos, wax examined to-

which wil! live ia uadying luster when the

of the whole present race of iron-beeled judicial 0p-
proesots shall bave rotted and been forgotten, M-
Jobuson amply justified his itness for the servics
in which it is understood he volunteered in the pro-
sent case,

It was impossible not to feel, during th
progress of Mr, Johrson's ugnm:::,"tm. ?x
power of this Union is to be turned and hald tot he
support of the tyrannic dogmas which be promul-
gated, the soover it is broken the better, A Gor.
ernment whose foundations are te be acknowledged
to rest on the neck of the oppressed, is not worth
preserving, If the Government is to insist that
Blavery is its corner-stone, it is & Government
which should eome to an end. Thia Union was
framed by its founders as aninstrument for the free.
dom and elevation of man. By them Slavery was
regarded ss an exceptional institution to be re-
moved by time, gradually, but surely, to be rooted
out by Liberty, The aim of the party which has
the contrclof the Government, and which ia rapre-
cented by Mr, Johnson in this his highest effort be-
fore the higheet judicial tribunal of the country,
now is to thwart and destroy these lofty purposes
of the founders of the Copstitution snd
tbe' Uniom, and to make the Government an
ergine of aristoeratic rule and dire oppression.
Should success attend the effort, should it come to
be understood that the determination of this Gov-
ernment is to aseert that Slavery is not an excep-
tional institution among us, but is to be regarded as
permanent and perpetual where it exists, and that
;t. sball not only be permitted to spread, but that it
is entitled to the protection of the Government in
its extension thronghout our territory, who shounld
desire the Union to stand ! Yet such was the po-
tition taken by Mr. Johneon in his argument to-
day, and such was the position he earnstly tried to
persuade the Supreme Court to occupy. And let
me say that whatever the decision of the case now
before the Court may be, it is very generally con-
ceded here that unless the political character of
the Execntive Government and of Congress can be
soon changed, such is the position it very soon will
oeeupy.,

No reflecting mind can have failed to observe in

the growth and development of the ideas which un-
derlie the case now under adjudication, that our
judicial decisions upon constitutional questions
touching the subject of Slavery, are rapidly coming
to be the enunciation of mere party dogmas; that
the country is dividing geographically upon ques-
tions of constitutional law, and that in the process
of time, if we continue a united people, what the
law of the country and the Courts is, will depend
upon the political nscendancy for the time being of
the doctrines of Freedom or of Slavery. It is man-
ifest that an antagonism of doctrine upon the
question of Slavery will divide the Court as it
has divided the cburehes, and that while
the latter are allowed to separate, the former
are held together by a polilical tie that
will necessitate the decision of cases
by the mere power of majorities. What under one
Adwinistration may be declared to be souud con-
stitutional interpretation, is to be totally repudia‘ed
under another, If the Supreme Court were to-
day to decide that Congress had no power over
Slavery in the Territories, the decislon would be
simply a majority decision, carrying no moral power
with it in the North, and if a speedy change were
possible in ong or two of the individuals composiag
the Court, such a decision would be unceremo-
niously reversed at its very next session.

1t is uselees to disguise this state of things, or to
pretend that there is any present probability of re-
storing the harmony that existed in the workings

of the Government when there was & common
sgreement, North and South, that Blavery was a
nuisance, and an evil to be get rid of at the earlisst
practicable moment, BSuch was our condition when
the Union was formed and the Constitution adopted.
At a later period, a comparative harmony was pre-
served by compromises on the question. Now, the
old idea is repudiated by the Slavery men, and the
compromise system seemingly abjured by all. We
are thus arrived at the point of collision between
the opposing forces in the Government. While
this state of things continues to exist there can be
no peace. There can bea triumph of one party
over the other, but that is all. Tow long is politi-
cal upion possible under such circumatances?
There may be a period or periods of peace between
the combatants, but they will ever be temporary,
and of the character of a truce, or of sub-
mission of the vanquished to the victor. Inevita-
bly, however, they must come to an end, and
that end is separation of the Free and Slave
States; and it is the part of wise statesmanship,
both North and South, among all dispassionate men,
to prepare the way for this result in a mauner
which shall not disgrace the civilization of the age
in which we live, If we cannot, us a nation, agree
to go back to the position of the founders of the
Government, and regard Slavery as an exceptional
institution, and administer the Government in the
interest of universal Freedom; or, if we will not
institution of Slavery, the longer continuance of
the existing Union is a political impossibility.

L8P

Exrraxatiox sy THE Hox. WM. Barr.—Mr. Sapp,
Representative in Congress from Ohio, made the fel-
Jowing persoual explanation in the House on Wednes-
day:

“ 1 hald & band & copy of The Democratic Banner of the
2d imet. pubilil:;!d : iwg{\'mn. in my Com sl Dis-
trict, the town I.tnﬁ:Elch;‘:rddn. -nud e«ln;;l by one l'...rH?xR-'r

i 1 w urports to [} y of uletter
}ﬁu;:do:;.;th -M.tma to s Mr. Pier, sod sigued by me,
xs # member of this body. 1 propounce the letter & forgery
from beginuing to end. 11 the party who perpetiated it bad not
appended s desienation of my otfictal position, 1abould bave
trested the affair with the coutempt it merita; but, under the
elreumstances of the case, | deem it s duty which [ owe to this
bndmd to mysell to aay that the letterisn forgery, put forth

fi and maliciots prrposes, in my sbeence from bhowe, and
::i donhtlrumlnolrn !.rh such by the editor who has disgraced

Llmect and Lis press by giviog it publicity.”
THE NICARAGUA FILLIBUS TERS.

—— —p— ———
INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE.
Sortuery DistrIcT 0 New-YORK, i
. §. DistricT-ATTORNET's OFFICE, Dec. 18, 156,

C. VasnEREILT, esq., New-York:
. Information hed the Department of
iy e :nienp;-nln io this

State to the effect that
city for the wose of & hostile military expedition
sgaivst the blie of Veneauela. ;

Itier that you are to eapply transportation,
arme and munitions of war for the ex ition,

1 have been instructed by the Attorney Gieneral of
ibe Unifed States to investigate the subject, and desm
it my duty to sek what timti there is in the mdvl:
far as you are concerned. 1w g
frem ,J'“: such information in regard to the matter aa it
is in your power to impsrt me. 1aek thisthe more
readily becauso I feel arsured that you, 88 8 good citi-
zen, would not willingly aid in the perpetration of
such & criminal violation of the Isws, soverviguty sod
public honor of the United Btates,

Very respectfully, JOHN McKEON,
United States Distrist-Attoruey.

No. 5 Bowvrine Grees, New-Yons, }
Dec. 19, 1858, \
Hon. Jous McKxos, U. 8. District-Attorney.

Dirak Sik: Your ltter of the 19th inat., atating that
information had reached the Department of Biate to
that arrsngemen's had veen made In this city
for the of & military expedition against the

L

_purpose _?'
i Yenezuol b a further statemoat
:ﬂ?ﬁdﬁw '.-.-«i ﬂll" 'hm 9 0

i ot st of e -

I hasten in reply to gzdallhn oo
I:uh:':h': I wﬂ“ni xpedition, nor is
description. ento furn'sh it any aid of soy

FPermit me to sy, further, that | failed
observe that in ngenl instances :;'mll-h:
associated in the with varions individuals
who are known to be counectsd with the filli
scheme of which the Repablic of Nicaragua is, now the
I am &t s loss to account for
:tliul.hmugh whose lgmtylhhgtul.m c‘:‘ﬂhmh“ dh‘:: .

D€ me, uniess they may have supposed that fillibus-
wc:btabo mad:hh by the association of
l'i'l‘::! mm@neﬂ ¥ iu' e uﬂk:.mwho are noto .

me say, once for all, that there is sligh
eet foundation for any of these im '::mihn‘i
bave as li'tle sympathy with fillibrstering, when it
::tkyui;im[nmmintbeu:oof Nica: jof & mili-
asion u a peighbori i
nseumés the mr:r: fmii?u, w n':‘t) m‘e“m'h‘naﬁ
shape of burglary and larceny upon the property of our

citizens,
May I beg, 8ir, that you will give no credit to
of rumors in which my came has been involved:
and thet you will sccept this sssursnce, that 1 shall,
::_:dq o :?rm ‘ll:d my countensnee to any
i o — sy
of our neighg:ring republics. A0 iy S
1wz your very obedlent servant,
C. VANDERBILT.

FIRES.

et
TIRE 1% WEST SIXTERNTH STREET.

At 2§ o'clock yesterday afternoon s fire ocenrred in
the brown stone frout dwelling bouse, No. 8 West Siz-
teenth street, in consequenes, we understand, of &
defeet in the beater contected with the furnace.
Damage about $25.

FIRE IN STONE AND SOUTH WILLIAM STREETS.

Last night, about 9] o'clock, a fire was discovered in
the five-story buildicg, No. 10 SBouth William street,
extendieg through the block, and also fronting No, 49
Stone street, cccuped by Messrs. Hewitt, Norton &
Wisdom, commission merchants, and dealers in flour,
liquor ard merchandise,

The fire soon gaiced a great heedway, and all at-
ternpta on the part of the firemen to extinguish it proved
unavailing, the building with the greater part of ite
centents being destroyed. The only property saved
wee a large box filled with German silver-ware, On
the third floor was a large quantity of liquor in casks,
the other floors being stored with floar,

For the space of two hours the fire raged with great
fury, and apprehensions were entertained for the safety
of the adjoining buildings, but through the energy and
activity of the firemen they were saved from destruc-
tion and only sustained trifling damage.

Owing to the lateness of the hour and the absence of
the firm, we were unable to ascertain the amount of
property in the building. The loss will probably
emount to about $50,000.

No. 21 South William, extending to No. 47 Btone,
occupied by Heckenrath, Bchneider & Co., importers
of liquors, sustained damage fo the amount of shout
$500, which loes is probahly insured, The etock sus-
tained but little, if any damsge.

_ No. 17 South William, extending to No. 51 Stone,
occupied by Henschen & Unkart, importers of German
goods, wns aleo damaged to the amount of $500, The
stock was considerahly damaged by water.

The origin of the fire has not yet transpired.

FIRE IN HUDSON STREET.

While the fires in Stone and South William streets
were raging, o fire broke ou! in the three-story brick
building No. 25 Hudson street, occupied by John Er-
ust as a tailor ehop and dwelling. The fire originated
in the roof, and was caused by the stupidity of the oc-
cupants in extending & stone pipe throngh the wood-
work without protecting it in the usual manner. This
careles:ness should have met the notice of the Fire-
Wardens, and it, no doubt, would, had they attended
to their business.

Emst is insured for §700 in the Pacific Insurance
Company, but on what property such insurance was
granted we were at & loss to ascertain, Were the in-
surance compauies about town a little more particular
#8 Lo the property they ineured, there would soon be
a visible diminution in the number of these small fires,
Ope of the Assistant Eogineers ked that the loss
would probably be made out at $400, but he would not
give §5 for the whole coneern,

Tre New Frary Prosgct.—Mayor Hall has pre-
pared his veto of the new ferry from the foot of Fulton
street. His principal are said to be the
close proximity of the elips, and the danger of collision,
as the boats must necessarily cross each other's track.
He also doubts the legal right of Brooklyn to establish
o ferry. The objections were to have been presented
at the meeting of the Board last night, but no quorum
being present it will probably be submitted on Moaday
evening. It is quite likely that the Board will pass the
bill over the Mayor's veto.

PUBLIC MEETINGS.

—eee:
INVESTIGATION INTO OFFICIAL DUTIES
OF MR. EBLING.

A special committee of the Board of Aldermen,
compored of Messre. VaLEsTINE, FULMER and
McConxey, appointed to inquire into the condition of
the books and affairs of the office of the Commissioner
of Streets ard Lamps, and also of any Buresu in said
department, with full power to send for books, persons
and papers, to ascertain whether or not parties in the

employ of the Corporaticn are interested in any man-
from the streets, or

per in the carting 6f dirt and refuse

with any es having contraots of any Mﬁc&ﬁm
with the Corporation, and report the whole facts at-
tending the government ard t of the offi-
cial duties and responsibilities of the said mm&.
met yesterday afternoon, In the Clerk's e, City
Hall, ard commenced

an
Mr. M. K. Boxwen sp

Ebﬂnﬂ.

Mr. Envino inhis examinstion teatified that none of
the clerks in his office have carts employed to his
krowledge. He had always been in the habit of
swearing the men as the work was done. They took
an oﬂ.h%hu no member of the Common Council or any
one in the ment was int with them.
Tu all of bis ** pays” ke bad never paid a clerk for
work done on stieets. These cartmen are under the
control of the Strect Tospector, and Mr. Watt super-
vites the work. We leave aticket at the office,
and every morning 1 make a_return of the

ospectors
number of loads, men ewployed, &e. Men at dum&
ing grourd bave similar tickets. ~So pothing could
wrepg except collusion between st dampi

rousd the others. In order to prevent this
gl\n‘ men &t dumping ground emﬁd‘am littls
while, Pay the men o much per except -in
pome wards where there is little earting.

Q. As o markets, have you it in your power to know
of your own know coneerning amount of Tees col-
lected ! A. No,eir. There is mo law for it The law
is that the Clerk shall it an account of this with
the City Chamberiain. eollections made since I
have becn in ofice have exceeded those of former

ears.
: . l]rreyouwnt:ui of the rents ‘:mr 1? 1
claim to have coptrel over speculati stands. a

crs0n wishes to give up his stand nnn!‘- offered 81,000

wit, end I am not consulted in regard to it, I bave
power to stop it.

CHAIRMAN. Assertions bave been made that ]
hl\'l:kpuid from 81 to $1,000 in Washington M for

1ivi of selling.

; erfw. Never heard of it, except the ' parties oc-
cupying stands frequently s<1l ont to others for & boous.
The yruamohmnumdimd; be asked
my permissicn and 1 gaveit. Have no knowledge of
guch speculation between the defe

occu stands.
greater iny
teenth street ought

ma ket

. Asto lamps before churches,
p.?rer for hmprdo you see if lsmps are not there
already 1 A. No; must abey resolution, and place two
there. It is dove Soperiotendent of Lampa,
Trere bk grouoi oo the

ived on

e account 16 e Contrsller i correct. No

2:‘:2} tblel{rlrilmeof warkiag on the streets, have
ever of the

when you bhave

ntage. At certain iods
year ﬁ :li&:nltﬂto ﬂt!ﬂl.lﬂdl;\!wﬂhﬂ-
s Taspector of the Sccond

. but bis testimony showed
Ward, wee next mhdmrpddhhfw the priv-

mop porrect sceounts of all

exunined.—1 paid 18

- Sherwood was B (I couts for adhew,

& jsad for dirt mansre

—eeee
BOARD OF COUNCILMEN.
ansmﬂl‘ﬁ. Dec. 19.—The Board met, and &
present procesded business.
gsrnn in the chair, o .

The Board went into thi .
varions matters third readings, aad adopted

8 [ Ordrh Tif'?

perial P a4l 1 - -
sER ealled up the speeial 5 ":t:'m:o:a?-::d
minority of the Committee on Finaoce oo the

reports
Tax Levy for 1557, and moved the adoption
jori npim,wlrichwuru;. s e
Minoriiy Report—Mr. Bway called up the minority

! e { the Commistee
minority o on Fi
ferred o communication from the C: c.m ':‘.-‘:m-wnﬁ
mates for the 1ax levy of 1857, ~eapectfally R
LEFORTS:

That the deliberations of the Commi
impertast subieet referred, have :-n: clml:em::m;:-
and an ewrnest desire o exelnde from the ordinance, u:nl.ln:

appropria oos fof the yewr 1657, any item of sxpeadic:
ivel d-nnund’hmx: “ S g
Tt et Y L T
the erdicasee submitted by thefControlles, altho p
Eodthed by the sddition of several Iteme bf sxpes bl
the dimizotion of exclusion ef others, Las npﬂlh:ci

by the majority of the Committes e T
e, Cnegt 1.6 It st b
sume lueerted for the defrayment o
Ceutral X isslon to Dee

wf tha: O

fcular, to wit: the
the sxponses of the
. L IR, und the et

Mﬁ!’d bt 4 -
Meneing Jamuary 1, 15T, The e e
“‘:';nbd.ﬁd tae coat of lmp nis Inted
& i ; 8 moderate sum, (ndeed. wien taken |n rongee:
tion with the t that the cont of the land known as the u‘a:::-
tral Park.” after deducting smvessment oo the ty ontaide
of the Park, is $3.511.679 90, to be provided et'f"Z;"m-t..
md cr-u:l » stock, p&lﬁl ot a farure day; and that the
gum sequired to be pat in the tax levy of 1057, for the pavment
of the sunsal interest on the Park debt, s #2570 The wum
called for b d‘r.f:ll‘dhﬁil:;ﬂﬂ‘t if put o the tax levy, o pro
4, woul e total (X ou sccoust i
rthP-;_'f.!r}ﬂli lﬂ"“"" f"‘h‘. ust of the Purk, ln
he Commisiogers o entral Park presented 1o .
troller the estimates alluded to, and '.h:".\hgor. in“::rco:un
arged npon thet distinguished and inflexidle eer tae .
y arLd pecersity of Inserting them inthe ordinages log
appropristions for the year 1557, Mr. ¥l was not, bowever,
couvineed of the propriety of Lecessicy of the proposed messure,
but om thecontrary, sete forth distiectly o ix:un-ummn::ma
to this Board the grounds of his r-fu»{ to comply with the
requent of the C issionere, The ng of the
is ymmed u Inzgu:‘»llnnwln words:
L Jg this of nancial condithon and operas o
city for the next thirteen montbe, aud w:'hp'.&:l::"lr: I»{l:
#7.500,000 banging over our beads, for 1850, we should apply o
rigid veonemy to all needful expeuditares | dlsenes with all
which are iof nesded, and limit within ressonable boands even
those which, in the judgment of some, the itcresss of the city
and obligstiovs growing out of e Government, requirn, '
» In my opicion, the cost of improving the park, whatever [t
may be, should be Hmited to & sum, I it bs roeed by tax, uot
e mgm_‘m in rach year; and the law should provide
for the whole series of years thus limited." (See Doe. No, 77,

5.)
’“’hbﬂnt dw-llintl:rﬂh the cogeney of the ressons saeigned
by Mr. Flagg. which alone ought to prevent this Board from in-
perting In the ordinance the eatimated expenditures of the Com-
misstomers of the Central Park, the mmority of your Committes
will proceed to state, briefly, its objections to the propusitiona
of the Commissiorers:

L The urdinance by which the Commissioners of the Central
Park were appointed. and ander which they have scted. was
only ipteuded to be of _nmﬂ?»mumiun. and to continne in
furee until the next session of the Legisiature, A bill providing
for the sppol nt of five G ,and the ralsing b
tax, for the improvement of the Park, the sum of 10,000, h-'r'l
falled to become s law, by reason of the abrupt termination of
the seasion of 1he alatwre ; and it was when the
ordipanee was lntroduced into this Board, by those most inter-
eited tn ite adoption, that the fallure of the Legislature to sp-

int Comm pers, and suthorize mone ve to be ralsed by tax
for the improvement of the Park, resdered it necessnry for the
Common Councll to pass an ordioance empowering some person
of peres xur-un the ground from depredatdons uutil the
Le tore of 1657 sbould gonvens,

¥ section 6 of the ordinance the Eﬂ-lﬂh of the building
m:mn:; ?l’ I:;.‘ITd. within the h‘;k{ mb:l‘ the rent :]’

n and lsnd let, were appropriated for o arposcs of
the nﬁf:aute bt it was also ssserted when the n:d,:nnun L]
iniroduced, that these proceeds would not exoced # 10,000,

‘e amount demgn.

Cottroller

& sum mors than sufficlent for the pyrposer of tho ordiasnce,
Certaln it I that the author of the ance did not propose,
and the members of the Board did not ictend by their adoption

of the srdinsnce, to eatablish & premanent Board of Commis-
siopers.  This conelusios lumiled by the terms of the ordi-
nance, the first section of which provides that the Central Park
sbould be under the eontrol and mansgement of & Board of
Commissimers * autil the further action of the Coinmon Coun-
vefl or the Legislature.” Under this impression the Common
Couneiladopted the ordinance, snd cousequently ite provisious
did wot receive that seratiny and deliberation 'whieh & perma-
pent mensure wonld have recelved, and which, se ovonts subes
guent to its adoption proved, has been #0 much peaded, 1f
put into the tax levy bill of 1857, the eatimated sxpenditures of
the Commissloners would tend to perpetoate the ondinance,
and thns eonteavene, insdvertantly, the lntention of those who
voted for ite M.

2. The duties dovolved upon the Mayor by the Charter, and
the ordipsuces In pursuatice theroofl require for thelr proper
discharge Dot enly enery, integrity and ability, bot sdoquate
thme, which ean Lar’ly be secuied to a chiel uarn‘J:.w of this

Asyium bor ldwols..... . [ Y K
Building Lost Stock Nou 3.0 vsnesicparsarmracsa,y 50,000 80
Charzes an Arrears of Taxes for Brses of Arvears.. 5000 00
Chargea o Arrears of Assessmen:d lor Buress
..... e, SEem
Comman Scbooie for State (| mill) n‘nn
Commwon Schools for CUY.....covsiiiariarannane.. 1100 gle &2
Crotes Aguednet for ewv e, umder e
dirvetion of the Crotos Aquedoet Bosrd.......... 5000 0
Croton Agoedart, for Mains in FIfL avenge. @ 10 0
Croton Aquedoct, for pew Reservolfo oo . 9000 0
Central Park, lutervat on Debt.. ~ P57 0
County Clerk’s Ufice.. .... . 1w
('-l art of Comme ;."H-A.... w1000
Chy lurnm'l P on 5000
Damond Ree’, Blastirg and Removin s
Medeceasivansiinsnnes e pesansancnai - W08 0
Deaf and Dumb Awylum. .....ovamannsanrens 3700 8
Frreiog wvarast lots. ; . M
lustitution r Blind.....ooveeas . . LW N
Interest ofl AsSrssmenthe. ... .conerssrsnssss .+ W00 0
!--r; sTeent to M or -G Worth, Pprep s 5w
New-York Juvemile Aovlum . oaeeiivinnan . VW N
Pavieg Bewery gn.| Chatbam street i Ll aeka
Public Education Stoek.... . L3S
Refunded on Arvsemment Salew . B ™
Refunded on Tax Sales........ yewans . _A000 00
Repairs to Shiewnlks, ordinance of 1 0, M0 e
Surrogate’s Office. . ... . s
Saperior Court..a... .. . 6480 00
;?'l'ﬂl;l-nlu‘. . 000,000 00
treets Paving...o.o0n 00,000 o
Sinte MY Tax (§ mill) 5 008 I
Tenth avenne, workis,
[ T L vee 15,000 80
Erdemption of Revenue Bond « 5,02 00
Redemption of Asseesinent Bogds........ .o DS 000 08

Wells and Pusnps....cocoovornensnaasisins e 1000 9

Sec. 2 The following smounts are bersby appropriated s
the mpport the City Gowverumeat for 5. vear, from and
ltf“l-!{‘l Jamuary 1st, {8%7, to and locludicg Decombes Slat,

1857, vis
Alma-House covseeesiniasnssnncasiisisonnscnscoseas TH,000 80
Alme Hoose, sdditional eotimate 1o reimburee the
Treasury, for an sdvance 0@ sccount of srreans
for T8y, v s s vannnasssnrannpssasasngsr=ssnasens LRGN 00
Aquedvet. repairy and improvements... R e
Belgian Pavrment.cociisees 1w, 01 00
Board of Health, ... sanw 10,000 00
Contingeecivs Common LCouns! 15,800 09
Contingencies Mayor's Uffice., . 3. 0
City and County Contingenel 1,00 (0
City larrwt-.-'i Departiment. 540 0
Coronety' Poet...ooocnnnnnne. . L
Common Commell, pay of members. . e 0
('I-—-xw[ru Streets, t, {
nepectors. .. g o
Doche snd Piers, b e
Ing and dredging oli 175,000 00
Donstions . o oovravrnsnas L3900 08
Election Expenses...... 0,000 PO
Flretion Expenses, dith N0 00
Wrrors and Hinquenciet eesss.oaee 5,000 (0
Fire Departmens, for tepairs to a 14758 00
Fire Department, for bulldicg sed worl
Fire Engive....... arshiden . 19,5 4
Ioterest on Revenue Bon . 25000 0
Tntercst on Asseasmen o T
Intestate Eatated . ...oovnisnimcnmiossssssansnninnas 4,000 {0
ron Pavement.... 125,000 40
Lamipe B LI, s e ccencnrnriiertsrnasioraiiioinanian 421 0 m
ands and Places, inel 25,000 0
Muckety...oocouacinns 7,09 0
5 150 90
. AN 00
Paving Bowery and Chatbam - 100,000 00
Y . INSN N
Polioe and Fire Telegrph. . s 420 00
ROHIE o s oo vancssronnsennrsnstarnnairirsnninns 5,000 00
Parper Wall. Fiftieth street, between Lexington
and Fourth avenoes, snd removal of desd bedies.. 8,000 00
RO ssvioncssasvansians anursr s e RREEIOLE RN 0,000 00
Heal Botaless.s s ssssssnssssaansnns « B0 8
Real Estate Expenses. . ..ocoonississnciicse o 100,000 0
Rosda and Avenues, Including sreearages, of v 15,000 00
Repatts and Suppiies, contracts not execated. ... 11,54 0
Repalire to public bulldings, including new buildige
and buildings for Fire ment. .. o 75,00 00
Removing public buildioge In opening # 5,000 00
Sw to public oMces..oasrnsnsesss 15,000 0
Biatlonery 30,60 00
Aewers, 1o 20,000 00
Salarles ymsrannrestannas 112,300 00
Sunken vesenle, removing . P L
Bireet nxpensce and paving, including sreamages of
T Ry P T P e SRR il e o
Socinty for Reformation of Jurenile Delinquents .. 3000 00
Wells and pump . Liwd o
Water plipes and laying. .oooeie o 01,80 08
Ward mape and surveying for Taz ( 5,000 00
Arrearnges of 1838, .0 0aiiannnnnnns w0 13

Iron Ratting sround Tomphing square. . ..cco.oonnnee ;

See. 3, It ahall got be lawfu! for the several departments of
the Uity Government, and those having charge of exp mditures,
to rmake contracts or incur expenditures authorized by the Com:
o Counell, to ab umount exceeding the severs| appropristions
wale, unless sn jon, sufficlent to cover wuch sxcew,
sball bave bevn ma the Commou Couneil.

Skc. 4. All resolutions authorising cxpenditures o be made
hereafter, skall provide for the defraying of the same the
general appropristion fer Lhe year; but lu case suy spocial ap-
propristion ahall be wmade for any ohjeat of expeaditars ander
any ofthe seversl beads of acconnt, the sume shall b considered
as forming & rru: of the several heads of aceount of the ge

ation.

neral af
anthorized to burrow,

it

8rc. ': he Controller ls here
from time te time, ou the exadit of the Corporation, iu satick
pation of ite revenmcs, apd not to exese in smount wuch
Tovenues, such sutne us ruay he aecessary Lo meet sxpen ditures,
under the ap| rnfrhﬂmu for the current year.

Fewleed, That the Comptroller canse application to be mads
10 the leglaiature of the state of New Yurk, for the passage of
the sccompanying act, to enable the Supervisors of the city
and county of New.York to ralee money by tax

bates and Amendments.—Mr. Swax moved the
batitution of the mimerity report for that of the majority.

preat eity by the entire exclusion of all of not
strictly officlal. o7 requirea the Mayor to be vigilant
and sctive in csusing the laws and ordinances to be duly exe
ctuted and enfores d ; and to exercise s constant supervision and
eontrol over the conluet and wets of o'l subordinate offlcers,
aud to receive snd exnmie into all smch complalnia as may be
ferred agalost any of them for violation or negleat of duty.
cetiainly be an Augean task st the present day

and sa thbe Mayor has om yarious eccasions profrased o wunur
ness to spply the suthority and luflnence of bis offies and bis
personal eftorts 1o remedy the evils under which the commuu-
ity to loudly avd incossautly groams, but has so far falled to
r‘ut sny pereeptible improvenent, the minoriy of yonr Com-
mittee do not deom it urﬂml far the Common Coucil te con
tinne to impose upon that officer the additional dutles and =

sponsipilities of a Contrsl Purk Commissioner,
3. The ordinance under which the Commissior ere are & ‘ing
Is to all Iutents and pw , 80 far as some of it most sesen

iniuns ate concerned, mere dead lettar. Take, for lo

t
o e It provides wmong

stance, the seeond section wf the ordinance,
otber thiugs, 1hat the C innl + may “appoint such g
“ deniers, eugiiesrs, suryeyors, clerks and LaBorers w9 miny be
 pecessary; to presciibe and define thelr rospective duties,
“and the of LAcir comp tion to be Ared by the Com:
“omen Counedd.” The estimate of expenditures for the yrar
1857, submitted by the Commissloners, contalne an item of
25,200, to be spplied as followns, viz “To pay police force,
* eonsisting of one captain at §1,000 per sunum, fous sergean's
sut $009 per asnum, thirty privates at $700 pey snnum.” No
authority to iut these officers aud privates ls or could be
iven by the ortiuaber, se the power to uppoint police offirore
» wnr{! ex;lusively in the Polies Commisatoners (see opinion
of the Corporstion Counsel, J. B. C., Sept. 1 1838, p. 83i).
If these policemen, or any of them, Lave been detiiled to
the Central Park the Mayor, as bead of the Police De-
nt, their payment should be le from the faud

made
sppropristed for tle snpport of the Pollos D“nr'mﬂnr for

iLe year 1657, and ¢ so-enlled srrearmge of 11,150 M, for
ay of policemen of Centnl Purk to Dee. 1, 1B, alusuid be
snwn s similar appropriation for the yeas 183, If thess

men, employed s policenen, have nat been sppotuted by the
Politr Commimboners, and detailed by the Mayor. then they
are tot policemen. The word ' labarers ™ in that part of Jec. 4,
shove quoted, was substituted for the word ‘ officers,” ia the
uri;lnj Araft ordinanee submitted to this Boazd, for the very
reason that it wangeared that adyantage woull ba taken of s
indefindte s trrm.  No communieation from the Commissiouers
has been submitted to the Common Council, requesting that
budy Lo fix the comy tion of Lhe sppointoes of the

sloniers; snd notwithstanding the clear violatlon of tha ordl-
rance, the Comnmon Cmnril.ln required to sdd to the tax lovy
bill of 1857 the sum of $36 353 for past sndd fature swrvices
of the so-ealled * polics " of the Central Park!

4. Independent of the violation of the ordinanse, as abave
stated, the action of the Commissloners relative to the lmprove
ment of the Park bhas been such as to jastify the eonclusion
that the management of the Park ought to be placed iu mare

discreet hande.

’ff“ﬂr'i:ﬂli! the irdhmommhmnbem::rmr::;, "
» ting for the pu o e ordinance rocseds of
nﬁﬁ'.i‘i'i... or fnn«thh':‘m park, ko, The Coulmﬁn: raland

the proceeds, on the ground that the

d to the Sizhing Fand,
the expense of the lm-
vements of the Park, or the salaries of the amployees.  Th
or stated to the Committrs on Finance, s few days sinco,
that mo sum could be pald, s
d that Mr. Flagg was
@ improvement of the
the Committes,

to uVeT one of
rm?:n’: walea of Inlid.u:r ke, are pledge
and canzot be diverted the refrom to

that the Controller bad asumed
oviced by the ordizance, wod o
wing e thous in thbl way of

the late
ayor answered that be bad received uo official notice of the
2!:!! & of the Mayor must be somew Lat at fault in
this respeet, 8s in fwo dlstinct comisuBioations, oue under date
of July 8, (see J. B. C., p 74), to this Board scd the otbet,
e of July L1, (e procecdings of the Board of Suporvi-
sore, po 100), 0t ie tively mtated by tie Comumiasiiners that,
in the epimon of the Contruller sad Carporafion Connaal,
were pledged o the Sinklue and.
1'pable to obtsin from the Contrulier the fands required, for

the stngle reason toat My, Flag refosed to do thet which was
through the

obviously o the Comsmissiners having o d,
&:mu’(‘?u:‘ﬂll.m o primtive of om.-«'f mads applics
thon to the Board of Supervisgpe to plice that sum in tae tax
levy for 1836 ; and, by way of nrziog 1 herlegality of wich au wt,
aileged 1ot the Controller bad stated, is » similar spplication,
tbat the Counsel to tue Corpora‘ion conetirred with nim i be
Lirwing that the goet seetion of the tax Taw of 1i3 gave o the
Supersisors such power. The Confrolier mmediatel s ¢ anmmu
micated to the Board of Superviess i opinion thay thoey WA
5o mere similarity betwesn the propositin of the Controller
and that of the Commismioners thad thers Wit belween
s “hawk sad a Bandmw® and that the .p.':gnﬂl. s
ticn of the Supervisczs Wi ud be Nleg), and had not the
shadow of authority. The laté lamented (‘-m-;m(-.-?’.,
Mr. Shepard, alse cummupleated to the Board of Supervisors an
claborte opislon to the sme effect. Iu spite of d'hlhl.?. aw-
ever, the szrmtn- ere were determined to have -l|m“£-
propristed fserted fo the :nri'vs hé'!. »dtig' ”lr;_r b!“-_lllm.l
o b the mnembrs © the aasd o ey ars l_”
:!Eitl:"l:ﬂ;;'l.-uﬁ :!wrc o favor of th u'h“-::.-‘l Bu: ;:-.';
e e
LEE S w <1, 1 s
m thanhs of l';:dff:!n.md!',lfu_l bavie tbx:!pm L:;{.h:'ula;i.::
L o atiegly ineXcusalie, AL alel. U
:ﬁﬁ‘:"&?ﬁﬂhm ‘l..r{m.-_-th sances of the city,
the veas 1856, into citer comfuslon. Is gpicloe
minority of your GCemmiilen, Lae proceedings of the Camu
woners afford no presssye fn |-'-.Ia.r<...n.u'ﬁ.‘:”. ].‘:;
coutralled, i the masgement of Lae (o portant trist cond
te them, eithes by the |.-:i«r::':=-h-'ﬂ-
Fot the ressons stove slale

peosed X +ion of the peport O the majority of the
Lé:ufmt:n‘:ﬁ:: f:':-:!;nmh rh-rrhr'- be added to the ema
of expenditure for the year 127, the tollowizg s ’:'_ o :;‘ 3

Contral Park Ameasages.«coe=" " B
rom the v !tm o
5 e 2 eludm ur s 23 -
£3 34, that beice .im‘?!.“‘:?po!k- B T Ceand

under

ty of you: Committes

The ufdh‘:::‘“rg:;‘:‘r::i;i fn thesr particalars, ani seme-
what modifed [n ofbora :r:.rlr;-.
The fullowing resolatiod is offer~d 0
Reeolved, That the o

i zdoption
Minoril) wf Cowmitter o3 Finanees.

OTIS D. SWAN,
m"jg rom vEan 1BST
yi08s FOR THE 2
MAKING APPR (A .-'mh“} P e
Iderm ot 1 ¢ O -
The Mayor, A d-::-:‘ﬂ rmr"::d J’:wdum J._!:Hu-a

Yerk, in Common O aceby apprO®:

Srcrics L The follewing amoui's A8 2o _ .

3 : o $egt amd spevia. wroscnnf o che

:3?&:’:?}::[:::!'!‘1""‘) 1 187, te o4 ingindicg Ue
iy 19,

L}

The motion was carried by 3 vote of 12 to 17
Mr, Warsrr moved to strike out the sum of $10.000
i the sppropristion for Hagging sidewalks, and » ihatitute

420,000,

The smendment was by Mesars. Swax,
Tav Lok, Coorin, swd others, that it wes unadvisabie to plaee
a0 large 8 eapital in the bands of the Street Comumissio sar for
titlg puipose. The motion was carried by a vote of 27 to 13,

n ﬁ"w moved to strike out #50,000 for ronds and
avenies and substitute 975,080, He did not thiok $.50,900 was
encogh, The smendment was eartied by & voteof & The
negetlve was not pat. :

Mr Gray moved to insert the sum of §200,000 for
the Centra! Park.

Mr, Tavion did oot believe that any more work
would be done for #2000 then for $160,000. “He favored the

Iatter snm.
Mr. Swas followed, in a powerful array of m-‘:mt

why the propossd appropriation should not be made, the

uhi" L ls !u.uinnl r-"uf'. wipotity report. e belleved that
Mayor Wood woulil apply the money not to the legitimate e
for which it was sppropristed but *o the advancement of s
own gopularity, and the discharge of politieal dobta.  Since
June last, over $29,000 had been expeded, and be would sk
what wers the results. A large number of employces an
nothing dene, tn proof of which be elted the following state
ment of smount required to pay myluly-rl and other inciden
tal expenscs of Central Park, to Dee. [, 1850:

#2,500 per annum, .. & 1397 =

gnnfmm-crrtnn .
& conmiting L
landecape desiguer. v. 2,500 per gouum. .. 197 A
Four stuveyors., .. o 1,500 per aunim. .. 34 81
Four sesistant supveyor. 80 per moath ... 1,975 o
Four second saalatant su 4 per month.... 1180 00
Four sxcmets 45 per mouth ... 1,160 00
Crecomprie 100 per month. 850 o0
(e dranghtoman oo gen 60 per month. Lo 0
e labores snd ofice messe v W) per month ) o0
Two clerhe... . 1,500 per snnum 1,75 00
O elerk . 1,200 per annim 700 00
e elrmK coencciiiinnsnsnanas 1,000 por anuum R
Two messeny r e eeissess 0O per EmMM 59 33
Oge seeretary to Comnmisoners. 1,30 por snusm. . T& o
Uffice rrtifossssssses [ se 1,0 per aunum. .. 00
One captaln ?nik: for $1,000 per annum.,, 583 b}
Four sergealitieeiee s 400 per annum... 1,966 61
Twenty-+ix privates.. 700 per annnm. .. 9809 3
Books, drawing psper, s'ation-
PN T 2 0 00
Cottinget cEPeusen . coccrsnssasrens 1,000 00
TOtal. esissieissisansssnnsssbinnssnsnssnnneves 20,508 47
The C isstoper p 1 aucy officers,
and only ene laborer, and fized {helr salazbes, witheul submit:

Hz_ﬁrho saine 10 the approval of the Commun Louncll E
 Mayor bad sppesred af the "'"‘*'5":‘ the Finance Com:
mittee, and virtuslly threatened to veto Tax Lev hnb um
Iess $2500.000 was luserted for the Central Park. 1. Oray,
who bad repestedly luterripled the spsaker on the most frivo-
lous pretenses. dembed this statement I8 toto, but it was verl-
gy the other taembers of the Committee]. M. Hwan

tled
aght it ¢t that the Mayor had aiready
i, T Ky oo s e
! i - ke v *
:a::e:: tlr:: :IT] r‘:l'-d, ether -,h-n the Commiseioners

wanted to covei Lp some -l-?:hdr doings, aud give them o sl
of reapectability, To place sddittonsl power in the huads of
the Commissioners would, in biv opinkes, therefore be ez

viemely injudicious snd lpioper.
Mr. Basten the remarks of the lsst

iperker F .

Mr Guiy uttered a ldng and abusive tirade against
Mr. “wan sxd his supporiers .nd glarified tho great Fernanda,

Mr. Tavron was row of jon thd‘hmd_ of
giving the Commissouers  §100,000, Le wo give thaem
uothing

Mr. Braprey wged that $200,000 was peeded to buy
pie ez 9, whe slbarrows, aud oths rlnstruments [ur.lhnlﬂ',
botto voce—Aud the teacups and ssucers, apd oysten on half-
stiell], na well an carry on the hnprovements; the noxt year

& 100 0 might do.

The quesmon was then taken, when the am-ndment
w3 Lot by & vote of 2 to 3. "

Mr Jacon L. SMiTHmoved to insert $150,000, which
was loat by & vore uf 3 1o X s

Mr. Pixcxwiy moved to add the item of §19,50 for
the I_wm-n-; end working of & 4'|-l|lr:nrirv‘ engine to the suts ap
propriated for Fire Department. .

Mr. Bansey woved to add 810,000 to the items for
Poire and Fire Telegraph—nakiog the tolal & I.'!.WI.

Mr. Gray moved to smend by recomimitting the Re-
port o tee Comemistes on Finanoe. Subsequent!y withdraws
sed M. Barcey's motion was sdopted | 4

Mr. Banser moved to add to the item of parapet
wil la Fiftieth atreet betwees Leaington snd Fourth avences,
am -41:;.::.1 #5000 making lll.n:.!‘u ﬁm m:m

b cottrated W thie oTreet, L e
;nf the dead bodies g; the old Pottes’s Field | bat subee-

ntly b & opdeiod to de this by the Mayor, Street Com-
:.-n:- :- r L;:t'u; I'_:;‘,--'Irar, and did remove 1 790 2rad bodies.
Mr, Tavron oppored the addition. )
Mr. Noves hoped that no amount would be put in
the tax levy, as he bad sifted the matter veiy thoragh'y, amd
found that thete removals were Lot right A bose or » skul
were Techaned 39 a body, and the coplowtor wie wiliing to take
ax yibing e :"}:u”h' o h.h;:d.:. s bty cpward.  Ha koew
there was & @ etbing b al >
Br. SurrH moved to make the total .w“{:’
Mr. Swas eaid the contractor had -md un_u

! idemes 1hat be be f
men s d 1,700 hﬂ:*h.a::::- .h'o Soarted ihe skniin  Ho wked

“l*:?nih&'ﬁuu].:.dhrnpn-lb’adw"ﬂmdm:-
raslen e fur (lhe pervice.
'rn; mu‘,n-lklﬁl the towal amoust st §3,000

..icr..ni—:;":l Surre woved to wrike out the item of
r:c-m snd pamng, i luditg MTRRTAERS,

P e
B T irron moved o fariher amend by $100,000,
AL “Grre ey moved to add §25,900 extra, th place an
I AT oved 10 amend by making the
smornt P e A

Aoprrd. J
Mr. Jacos L. BuiTe moved to iasert $20,000 for lm-
L el T Batsery. Lost
[ -|.£ m: zmkn&-m«n. and re-
wr ln bwes

i Mm“'n"ﬁ' .‘m 'if m

B

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

AURORA LEIGH.

AURORA LFICH; A Poxm. By Eimaseva Busnerr
Frownide. Ifwe., pp M6 C. 8 h.uhae-

A peem of love and art and Italy; the history of
& weman's gesins and & woman's beard, traced
through o'l the seasons of a chequered life, from
her suddenly-blighted Sprirg on to the bappy golden
bours in which the barvest-moon of love aad fame
stands steadfast and sereme above her; and this
pocm, the ripest result of years of such devotion te
the poetic art as bas been always rare, and is now,
perbaps, mote rare than ever; and this bistery, is
the deepast and trueet, if not in the ordinary and
superficial sepse, an autobiography of the oaly

Englishwoman who has ever won for herself am o

unquestioned and unquestionable place smoug the
greater poets, the
* teachers who instruct
From just & <hadow on a dn:-.lnu':

To find man's veritable
S gl Seh o

such is the pew gift which Mrs. Browning brings
to us out of the treasury of ber rich mind sad
heart.

To trace a woman's unfolding life, from the close-
shut bud up to the full sweet flower—to tell the
story of & woman's soul through all {he struggle of
long years between the proud aspiring intellect and
the humble loving heart cn td the perfeet poace of
their final resonciliastion—to follow the subtle, se-
crel course of 8 true woman's frue love through ol
the Iabyrinth of her will—to do this, and to do it with
the firm hand and the clear eye of a genuine artisf,
was Mrs. Browning's lofly aim—to have achieved
it in the composition of * Aurors Leigh" is nobly
to have won a right to all the poor writlen praise
of critics, and the richer unspoken praise of all
who bave eyes to sce and hearts to understand the
swoet miracles of poetry.

This is a sad, unbelies ng world at the best; we
are all, at the core of us, incredulous alike of sin-
gular evil and of singular good, and it may be, per
haps, {hat this our radical incredulity is the coudi-
tion of our deepest impreesions, and our moet ex-
quisite delights. Every new prowise that comes te
us brings with itself the shadow of our old doubts.
We question the sweetest certaintica of existeace,
Lesitate on the threshold of immortal happiness,
and tremble before each fresh venture of our moat
vietorious faculties. As we are skeptics for our-
scives, so are we for others, and most for those in
whom we trust the most and from whom we hope
the highest things.

As Charles Tennyson admirably sings, in one of
{hose charming sonnets which his lsurcled brother
might be proud to own:

* When desire hath fullest power
Hope treads too lightly for herself to hear,
¢oubt is ever by until the hour.”

Many a true lover of poetry and of Mre. Brown-
ing as & true poet, will take up ** Aurora Leigh "
with a kind of tremulous reluctance, the fruit of
no vulgar fear for the poet's success, but of this
deeper, subtler feeling which is as real, if not so
intepse in all appreciative as it is in all creative
natuiee.

«i Here is June come again ' Can it be June indeed ?
Con you believe in it ! Will you test it 1" And you
pause on the lsst step—and alowly draw the bolts
withip, and pass the dooiway—and lo! & world
of sweet assurance, a delicious world of blue sky,
and sunshine, and blossoms !

What was besitation at the first line of * Aurors
Leigh" becomes glad certainty ereyou turn a single
leaf, and grows inte impassioned interest before you
reach the first erisis of the heroine's history. Fer
the tale of ** Aurora Leigh” is no mere thread on
which to string pearls of preity plrases and fine
thoughts, 1tis a pervous, psssionate story, seix-
ing upon your sywpathies with the grasp of life
and helding you as & face holds you, by the satural
play of parsions and emotions, thoughts and seati-
mente, a8 sound aud buman in substance se thoy
are subtle and poetie in quality. Not that Mrs,
Browning has completely freed horself from: thoss
vagee and undrmmatic tendencies townrds episode
and rhapsody over which no living English poet of
eminence, with {he exception of her own busbaad,
bas whelly risen. She bas indulged thess tonden-
cies too freely even in this new poem—bat her in-
dulgence of them is wo clearly sn indu/gence and
pot an imbesility—she is so plainly capable of cling-
ing to & grand purpose with the close constructire
power of sn Italian or a Greek, that the supromo
general effect left by * Aurors Leigh" upen the
wind is one of the noblest mnity and deepest inten-
sity. 1o th's respect it is aa unlike as possible to
Tennyson's * Princess,” wiih whieb, in point of
conception and purpose, it has so many anslogios
that you cannot resd the one without thinking of
the other. The ** Princess’ was most rightly
psmed a * Medley” by its suthor; ‘‘Aurors
Leigh” is monumental in the coberence, dignity, and
order of ils composition.

The thread of the narrative, finely span a8 il is,
in 50 clear snd strong that the most complicated
incidents arrange themselves about it in their natu-
ral relations, and it is not difficult to condemso the
plot inte the simplicity of prose.

o Aurora Leigh” ix an Anglo-Italisn girl, tha
daughter of & biue-eyed Florentine mothor and of
sn austere Fuglish father, who came to Italy cos-
ventions] and ealn, was waked to life and love by
the sudden spleador of & aweet Italian face, sad
when the brief bright Summer of his heart was
smitten by the cold blast of death, drooped snd
died smong the Tusean mountsing, letting fall from
bin relaxing hand the one small fower that re-
mained to hiu,

The desolste child was tsken from her hame of
dreams among the bills of Pelago, to dwell with
stern realities in the precise British home of her
bitterly-virtuous British aunt. There #'ac waan
tanght all decent snd deeorous things, av d trained
1o live without wwushine or motion, 10 7 epress tha
exubersnee and to chastise the audnci ties of ber
sonl. Tt was ber father's win, sbe fo und, 1o have
been her mother’s busband—for the aneient housa
of Leigh abliorred all * entangliorg foreign alli-
anees,” and she who should have ¥ gen the heiress
of all the mnds of wm“ ln, left '“mb..
orphan beennse her sive bad vhosen to barter his
danehter's broad seres for an Halian woman'
swile. But Aurors was eae’ of those beings whb, }.
though they way be thwarted,  ean never be ta
Ble remembered ber w0 (her's mystie portiitg
which bad been the fascina’ ion of her child years
she remembered ber fat’ ger's sad wweet cyes,
the lost worde of bis dying lips, * Lave! |
Love!’ and she knew = har bonrt that bér father
bad done well, and v

“There seemed m '
Than e sb Zoglano.

She snccutaly 4, _=4 ehe: never suimmitied to the
diseiplineof bv.r British aunt; shujtiag her soul up far
within ber eyes, but keeping it mwell alive And wait-
jng f-7 liv: wotaing te some when it abow!? ¢

As lier ouat bade. »*-
W e SHz Wmbete

¢+ im ber falhar'e grave
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